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PRO FISHERMAN CHAD MORGENTHALER TEAMSWITH

SPECIAL OLYMPICSFOR 5" ANNUAL BASS TOURNAMENT
Rend Lake Tournament to Benefit Athletesin Illinois

NORMAL, Ill. — Professional bass fisherman Chad lyemthaler of Coulterville, lll., is hooked on Spsci
Olympics. He is teaming up with Special Olympidmdis and the Law Enforcement Torch Run to hostSth
Annual Chad Morgenthaler Bass Tournament presdmteédsper Engines & Transmissions on Aug. 28 atiRen
Lake in southern lllinois.

The tournament is a buddy team format, with a BeaPro fishing contest and chances to win great
prizes. Morgenthaler and other Professional Angdesociation (PAA) pros will participate.

The fishing tournament is limited to the first 1&@ats to register. Entry is $175 per boat if regied by
5 p.m. Aug. 20 which includes entry into the BigsBaot. Entry fee is $200 per boat for those wiyister
after 5 p.m. Aug. 20. Each angler receives a Tt-sinid goodie bag full of tackle. The first four ygaf the
tournament raised more than $100,000 for Speciahics lllinois.

PAA anglers, tournament sponsors and auction ismastill needed for the tournament. Auction items
may be sent in care of Jeff Henson at Special Olgsnifiinois, 605 E. Willow St., Normal, IL 6176Anglers
and companies interested in getting involved intthenament may contact Henson at 800-394-0562arlem
him atjhenson@soill.org

“I urge all my friends in the PAA — the anglerspapors and members — to support the athletes of
Special Olympics lllinois by fishing the tournamesiipporting the tournament or donating producirass,”
said Morgenthaler.

Registration for the tournament is from 3 to 5:3@ pFriday, Aug. 27, at Rend Lake Resort, the @fic
housing site for the tournament. A pre-tournameee¢ting will begin at 6 p.m. at the resort. The nmeget
includes dinner, an auction of great fishing iteand a meet and greet with the pro anglers. Rend Baldboat
Harbor is the launch site for the tournament.

For entry forms or more information, contact Jeéindon at Special Olympics lllinois at 800-394-0562,
email him ajhenson@soill.or@r visitwww.soill.orgto download a form.
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Morgenthaler is a three-time Bassmaster Classitifiguand has several FLW Top 10 tournament
finishes. He became involved with Special Olympiiisois in 2005 when he donated a day-long fishing as
part of an online auction sponsored by the orgéimzaSpecial Olympics athletes were on hand abCra
Orchard Lake in southern lllinois to see Morgerghaind the auction winner begin their fishing tiipat
experience led to Morgenthaler’s interest in h@stircharity tournament for the organization.

“l was inspired by the courage and enthusiasm sHoythe Special Olympics athletes,” said
Morgenthaler. “After talking more with Special Olymas lllinois, we agreed a fishing tournament wolokdan
exciting way to introduce the organization anchifsietes to a previously untapped audience of fieba.”

Chad Morgenthaler, 43, has been a professionalfisagsman since 2002. He is sponsored by Jasper
Engines & Transmissions, Phoenix Boats, Lunker Lukawg Caller, Svanda GM Motor Group, Solar Bat,
Power-Pole, Nameoki Village Marine, Plano TackleniMKota, Element 21 Fishing, Optima Batteries,
Fishouflage, U.S. Reel, Humminbird, Line & Lure, BProtectant and El Grande Lures.

Special Olympics lllinois is a not-for-profit orgaation offering year-round training and competitio 19
sports for nearly 21,000 athletes with intellecidighbilities and more than 4,000 Young Athletessa?r7 with
and without intellectual disabilities. Special Olgits changes lives by empowering people with iatéllal
disabilities to realize their full potential in ap®and in life. Special Olympics programs enhgritgsical
fitness, motor skills, self-confidence, social kskdnd encourage family and community supporiolf are
interested in learning more about Special Olympic®is, volunteering or providing financial suppdo help
make Special Olympics programs possible, contaat fgral Special Olympics agency, call 800-394-0662
visit our website atwww.soill.org.

The lllinois Law Enforcement Torch Run is the setdrgest year-round fund-raising event benefiting
Special Olympics lllinois. The intrastate relay atsdvarious fundraising projects have two goalgaise
money and increase public awareness for the ashdét8pecial Olympics. Each year, more than 3,006ens
in lllinois run more than 1,500 miles carrying filame of Hope through the streets of their hometoamd
deliver it to the State Summer Games in NormalimeJ
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